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SRC Carnival Day – A great community event
The SRC Carnival Day is an eagerly awaited highlight every year and last week’s event was 
another fantastic success. Despite the inclement conditions, we all engaged in good, fun activities 
that provided a break from the intensity of classwork, SACs and other assessments for our 
students. The community spirit displayed was wonderful as Middle and Senior School students 
mixed effortlessly for the duration of the event. Well done to Louise Noonan, Director of Student 
Leadership/Voice, Liz Zachariah and Amee Duncan, SRC Liaison, Siyumi Madola and Austin Ng, 
SRC Presidents, the SRC members and many of our other student leaders and liaison staff for 
providing such an enjoyable and memorable time for students and staff alike.

‘Vision and Values Evening’ – Dylan Alcott OAM – Vision, Wisdom, Determination
On behalf of School Council I thank all parents and staff who attended our ‘Vision and Values 
Evening’ last week. Dylan Alcott’s presentation to the large audience was inspirational, humorous 
and extremely enjoyable as he discussed the challenges in his life, his sporting achievements and 
his magnificent advocacy for the disabled. The evening was highly successful and the feedback 
from parents and staff was overwhelmingly positive. 

Thank you to Hamish Anderson from our brilliant Student Services Team for his coordination of 
the event and thank you to School Council for their enthusiastic endorsement of the focus for the 
year’s presentation.

Our inaugural Wellbeing Captains, James Lauder and Aksithi Dayanand, introduced Dylan and he 
was sincerely thanked by our two School Council student representatives, Sienna Destradi and 
Leroy Floyd. James and Aksithi have provided fantastic reflections of Dylan’s presentation:

On August 29, Dylan Alcott OAM spoke at the 2019 Visions and Values evening on this year's theme 
'Vision, Wisdom, Determination’. Dylan was born with a life-threatening tumour wrapped around 
his spine which was operated on within the first week of his life. The operation was successful, 
however, it had left him as a paraplegic. Despite this, Dylan's early childhood was innocent and 
organic: he and his brother were inseparable and their sibling rivalry was strong. However, fast 
forward to his early teenage years, Dylan fell victim to depression and no longer was his charismatic 
and cheerful self. This prevailed until his mid to late teenage years until Dylan took a hard look in the 
mirror, revaluated, and found a sense of purpose. 
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He would play sport to the best of his ability. His passion for Basketball took him to become the 
youngest wheelchair basketball gold medallist at the 2008 Paralympic Games in Beijing and further 
winning silver at the London 2012 Paralympics just four years later. Having lost the gold medal 
at the 2012 games, Dylan decided to try his hand at wheelchair tennis. His enthusiasm for sport 
carried him to win a further nine Grand Slam tennis in the Quad Singles, including the five most 
recent Australian Opens.

Dylan, having overcome many barriers in life as a disabled man, wants other disabled children and 
youth to be able to experience life to its fullest without the having to face those barriers, nor be 
held back or discriminated against. He does this through the Dylan Alcott Foundation: a foundation 
created to help young Australians who are struggling to come to terms with their disabilities. 
The foundation aims to improve the quality of life of disabled Australians by offering mentoring, 
scholarships and grants to increase access to education and sport. Dylan is also a person lover 
of music festivals, so with this in mind, he founded the Ability Festival. This is a music festival run 
by the Dylan Alcott Foundation that aims to use music as a platform to normalise disabilities and 
encourage everyone to celebrate and have a bit of fun. The festival is fully accessible, catering for 
any and all disabilities. It also encourages their friends to come along and have fun too. 

When Dylan when was in his teenage years, one of his friends had their fifteenth birthday and Dylan 
was not invited. Dylan showed up to his friend's house anyway and found his friend bewildered 
at his appearance. Dylan was not invited simply because there were three steps before the front 
door and his friend wasn’t sure if he could get up them. Dylan could do it within a few seconds 
without any problems. Dylan's friend was well-intentioned at heart but simply didn’t know how to 
approach the topic of Dylan's disability and thus did not know much about his capabilities. After 
listening to Dylan's speech, I began to realise that sub-consciously, and through a lack of exposure 
and thought, I and many others, have been contributing to an ableist society that in many ways 
dehumanises people with disabilities and sees them as crippled and dependant. One in every 
five Australians have a disability, whether that be mental or physical, and everyone's experience is 
different. As a society, community and school we need to respect that and cater for differences. Yet 
we also change our perception to recognise that people with disabilities are everyday Australians 
who have aspirations, dreams and goals, yet are denied the ability to achieve them. This is through 
direct ableism, but more prevalently, a lack of facilities, understanding, thought and consideration. 
The most powerful action we can take is to normalise disabilities, learn from others, and help create 
an equitable society. 

Thank you to the school community for enabling this experience and 
thank you to Dylan Alcott for being the advocate and inspirational 
person you are.

James Lauder (Yr 12) 
Senior School Wellbeing Captain
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This week at our Vision and Values night, Paralympic gold medallist Dylan Alcott spoke to the 
school community about many things in relation to the school’s theme ‘Vision, Wisdom, and 
Determination’. Interwoven in his stories of his childhood and career were his personal struggles in 
coming to terms with his disability. Dylan said that the stage of his life between thirteen to fourteen 
years of age were predominantly difficult as he resorted to hiding in his room and playing video 
games after being faced with crude comments about his disability. Dylan admitted that he could 
have easily overcome situations in his life if there had been some presence of open conversations 
about his disability instead of avoidance of the topic. In his answer to a question regarding the 
time when he most felt the insecure about his disability, Dylan mentioned that he would have felt 
much better if he actually talked to someone. I realised that this applies to everyone because many 
personal struggles and issues can be solved by simple and honest conversations. 

Dylan shared his choices of moving onto tennis from basketball, emphasising the importance of 
doing something you love rather than something you should be doing. Those particular sentiments 
resonate with me at this moment because it motivates me to remind myself that no matter where 
we are in life, we should be doing something we love to be good at it and we will eventually be 
successful. He believes that being the best version of yourself is what matters and the only way you 
can achieve this is being bold and putting yourself out in the world. 

What inspired me the most was Dylan's work to achieve his goal in changing current stereotypes 
on people with disabilities. He spoke about how when he was growing up, media did not represent 
people like him and even the little portrayal of disabled people were of negative forms. Through 
his various foundations, Dylan helps the population of Australia that deserve just as much as 
opportunities as us, able people get. He reaches out to those who have been placed under 
expectations or lack of positive expectations so they can have a better future by removing the 
barriers for them. His story about Jin, an aspiring tennis player who is also in a wheelchair was 
particularly moving as Dylan explained that being disabled is not the end of the world, it just means 
that it is different and not entirely bad. For this reason, Dylan strives to have a 
larger representation of disabled people in media, the workforce and to remove 
the barriers in the lives of those like him.  As a community it is our responsibility to 
change our ways of thinking to normalise disabilities and to build a world where the 
diverse are not considered less capable. 

It is an honour to have been able to listen to Dylan Alcott and I would like to give my 
gratitude to those who made ‘Vision and Values’ night a possibility.  

Aksithi Dayanand (Yr 9)
Middle School Wellbeing Captain
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Snapshots
Oscar Reid, School Captain – Boroondara Youth Foundation Grant recipient
Last week I had the pleasure along with Louise Noonan, of attending the 2019 Boroondara 
Youth Foundation grant presentation ceremony at the Hawthorn Arts Centre. Oscar received 
acknowledgement of his work with ‘Project Politics’ and reflected on his success in a highly 
engaging speech to the audience.

Oscar applied for, and received a grant, from the Boroondara Youth Foundation but the driving 
force behind these grants has been Josh Frydenberg, Federal Treasurer, and Member for 
Kooyong.  Josh, who has always been extremely supportive of Balwyn High School with his 
Kooyong Prize presentations and invitations for students to visit his electoral office, was delighted 
with Oscar’s passion project for raising political awareness for our youth. 

Congratulations Oscar.  

Deborah Harman
Principal
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Assistant Principals’  Report 

David Nichols
Assistant Principal

Andrew Corr
Assistant Principal

Josie Millard
Assistant Principal

Term 3 Progress Reports
Balwyn High School’s third stage of reporting to students and parents involves all students 
receiving a progress report through Compass which will be available from 4.00 pm Thursday 
19 September, 2019. This progress report issued at the end of Term 3 provides useful feedback 
for students in aiming to achieve their best in Term 4. The progress report also provides useful 
follow-up after the Parent/Student/Teacher Conferences held on 7 August. The fourth and final 
stage of reporting for 2019 will occur when the Semester 2 reports are released on Friday 13 
December, 2019.  

If any parents are still experiencing any problems accessing their Compass account, please 
contact the Registrar on 9862 4106.  

Traffic Management 
While traffic management is the responsibility of Boroondara Council, all motorists are reminded 
that:  

•	 extreme care is to be taken in Buchanan Avenue and surrounding streets at the beginning 
and end of each school day;

•	 Buchanan Avenue in front of both schools is a permanent 40 km/h zone and all motorists 
are urged to obey this speed restriction in order to promote safety;

•	 parents and students plan a pick-up point some distance away from Buchanan Avenue 
in order to assist with traffic flow;

•	 the pedestrian crossing supervisors’ instructions are to be followed; and
•	 the school’s car parks cannot be used as a pick up/drop-off zone.

Thank you for your assistance.

Uniform – change to summer uniform 
The culture of the always wearing of the winter school uniform correctly has been evident during 
Terms 2 and 3. In particular, the wearing of the blazer to and from school as the outer garment 
and ties worn appropriately to the collar with the top button done up, are key aspects of the 
school’s uniform culture. Well done to students, parents and staff for embedding the culture of 
always wearing the uniform correctly.  

As from Monday 9 September, there will be a changeover to summer uniform so during the last 
two weeks of Term 3, students may wear either the winter uniform or the summer uniform. During 
these two weeks, students are not to mix parts of the winter and summer uniforms and regardless 
of which uniform they choose to wear, it must be worn correctly. The blazer is still worn as the 
outer garment to and from school (not the green jumper) with the summer uniform. As of the first 
day of Term 4, Monday 7 October, all students must wear full summer uniform (no winter uniform 
allowed). Your continued assistance ensures the culture of always having uniform Uniform is 
maintained.

2020 Subject Selection
Over the past couple of weeks staff and students have been busy undertaking the process 
of subject selection for 2020. Balwyn High School is committed to supporting families with 
this process and we are proud that all students were given the opportunity for one on one 
conversations with experienced staff as well as access to a qualified careers counsellor to guide 
them through this process.

VCE Revision
In the lead up to September holidays our VCE students will be completing their final SACs and 
beginning exam preparation. An important aspect of this process is the Examination Revision 
Planner which provides students with a structured revision program through the holidays and into 
the first weeks of Term 4. All students studying a Unit 3/4 subject will be emailed their Revision 
Planner during the last week of Term 3. We encourage parents to discuss these with their children 
and support them during what can sometimes be a stressful period.

David Nichols, Andrew Corr, Josie Millard
Assistant Principals

Return to page 1
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Senior School Report

Julien Escurat
Director of Senior School

Subject Selections
Subject Selection for the Senior School has now concluded. Over 1000 students have met with a 
counsellor over the past few weeks and have discussed their subject selections for 2019. Students 
have made incredibly measured decisions; they have considered prerequisites, subject content 
and their own interests and capabilities as they have identified their Year 10 and VCE pathways.

Thank you to all families who participated in the process, particularly those Years 10 and Year 
11 parents who attended the subject selection appointments. Thank you also to all staff who 
were involved in the counselling process including Leading Teachers, Learning Specialists and 
Student Learning and Wellbeing Managers. By working together, the school and families are best 
able to support students to enjoy a successful progression through the Senior School.

Year 12 – VTAC Choices
Year 12 students are now carefully considering their choices for their ongoing tertiary pathways. 
VTAC course applications are now open and must be submitted before Monday 30 September. 
Students have been informed on the importance of carefully considering their choices. A Parent 
Information Evening was held on Thursday 8 August during which Erin Shale, Pathways and 
Transitions Counsellor, outlined the process for many of our Year 12 families. Erin is an invaluable 
source of information and support for students as they make these vital decisions. She meets with 
every Year 12 student, some of them on numerous occasions, in order to support the pathway 
decision for every member of our diverse community. Parents and students are encouraged 
to access the VTAC website (https://www.vtac.edu.au/) for further information on courses and 
important dates. The Senior School Office can also be contacted on 9862 4130.

VCE Ignition Program
A vital part of the preparation for VCE is the Ignition Program which occurs at the end of November/
early December. During the Ignition Program, students will actually complete the first week of 
their VCE. Knowledge and skills will be developed which will enable students to undertake the 
preparation work necessary for the best start to their VCE years. The learning content of these 
lessons will not be repeated in 2020.

It is most important that all students access the Ignition Program. Students should not arrange 
to leave school for holidays prior to completing the Ignition Program. The Ignition Program will 
take place from Monday 25 November to Friday 29 November for VCE Unit 3 and from Monday 
2 December to Friday 6 December for VCE Unit 1. Presentation Night will be held on Monday 9 
December this year. Many senior school students will be involved in rehearsals and performances 
or will be award recipients.

Julien Escurat
Director of Senior School

Return to page 1
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Middle School Report

Andy Smith
Director of Middle School

NAPLAN Reports
NAPLAN reports have been posted to the parents of Year 7 and 9 students this week.  Families 
who have not received a report by early next week are asked to contact the school. 

NAPLAN is one measure through which governments, the DET, teachers and parents are able to 
determine whether or not students have the literacy and numeracy skills that provide the critical 
foundation for other learning and for their productive participation in the community. The tests 
provide parents with a broad understanding of how individual students are performing at the time 
of the tests. NAPLAN tests are one aspect of each school’s assessment and reporting process, 
and do not replace the extensive, ongoing assessments made by teachers about each student’s 
performance.

The performance of the student on each test is shown on national achievement scales from Year 
3 to 9 (with tests taking place in Year 3, 5, 7 and 9). Six bands are reported for each year level.  
One of these bands will represent the national minimum standard for students at each year level.  
A result at the national minimum standard indicates that the student demonstrated the basic 
Literacy and Numeracy skills needed to participate in that year level.  

More information can be obtained by visiting www.nap.edu.au 

At Balwyn High School, much work has been informed by the NAPLAN testing over recent years 
and while there have been specific, targeted interventions for individual learners it has been 
the whole school level response to NAPLAN that has been the most valuable work. Curriculum 
design, learning activities and developmental progressions for assessment have all been 
significantly informed by NAPLAN data.  

We look forward to continuing this work at Balwyn High School to ensure that our students 
continue to experience the very best teaching and learning environment.

Andy Smith
Director of Middle School

Return to page 1
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Grace Yin
Director of International Program

“Balwyn High School has always championed and will continue to champion, the benefits of 
internationalising education and welcoming international students into our great school community”

Words from the Principal of Balwyn High School
Deborah Harman

International Program Express 

International Students on Carnival Day
“Wanna test your chopstick skill?” “$2 for a donut!” “Come and get an SRC snow cone!” … 
Though rainy and chilly as the day was, last Wednesday’s Carnival Day was a busy and enjoyable 
experience for many international students. Two stalls were organised by the International 
Program, them being a Chopsticks Challenge and a Quoits Game. While these stalls offered 
much fun, they also acted as vehicles to convey some of the Chinese and Vietnamese culture 
to the school. Apart from these two activities, be it SRC, Interact Club or Public Speaking Club, 
you could always see smiley, energetic international students working diligently in their roles 
regardless of the rain. Bob Li and Jessica Dong, the 2019 Public Speaking Captains organized 
taboo games to exercise articulate speaking skills. Anna Jin helped out selling 
donuts for fundraising in the Interact Club. In SRC, the Year 11 /12 students 
Penny Pan, Molly and Cynthia worked at the snow cone stall during the lunch, 
while Rain and Willian from Year 10 were part of the Choco Block team. Overall, 
Carnival Day was both fun and hard work for many of us. Calling upon both 
international and many local students to participate in the operation of these 
stalls, we immersed ourselves in joy and harmony.

Cathryn Wu (Yr 12)
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Be Well at Balwyn – Student Services News

A Thought from Student Services

Creating a self-care action plan
A self-care plan can help you enhance your health and wellbeing, manage your stress, and 
maintain professionalism as a learner and worker. Learn to identify activities and practices that 
support your wellbeing and help you to sustain positive self-care in the long-term.

Physical self-care
Activities that help you to stay fit and healthy, 
and with enough energy to get through your 
school/work and personal commitments.

•	 Develop a regular sleep routine
•	 Aim for a healthy diet
•	 Take lunch breaks
•	 Go for a walk at lunchtime
•	 Take your dog for a walk
•	 Get some exercise before/after school/

work regularly.

Psychological self-care
Activities that help you to feel clear-headed 
and able to intellectually engage with the 
challenges that are found in your school, work 
and personal life.

•	 Keep a reflective journal
•	 Seek and engage in external 

supervision or regularly consult with a 
more experienced colleague

•	 Engage with a non-school/work hobby
•	 Modify your email and phone access 

outside of school/work hours
•	 Make time for relaxation
•	 Make time to engage with positive 

friends and family.

Emotional self-care
Allowing yourself to safely experience your full 
range of emotions.

•	 Develop friendships that are supportive
•	 Write three good things that you did 

each day
•	 Play a sport and have a coffee together 

after training
•	 Go to the movies or do something else 

you enjoy
•	 Keep meeting with your friends group 

or other social group
•	 Talk to you friend about how you 

are coping with school/work and life 
demands.

Spiritual self-care
This involves having a sense of perspective 
beyond the day-to-day of life.

•	 Engage in reflective practices like 
meditation

•	 Go on bush walks
•	 Go to church/mosque/temple
•	 Do yoga
•	 Reflect with a close friend for support
•	 Download the 1 Giant Mind app and 

learn mindfulness.

http://
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Relationship self-care
This is about maintaining healthy, supportive relationships, and ensuring you have diversity in 
your relationships.

•	 Prioritise close relationships in your life e.g. with partners, family and friends
•	 Attend the special events of your family and friends
•	 Arrive to school early and leave on time every day. 

Create your own self-care plan
For each category above, select at least one strategy or activity that you can undertake. You 
might notice areas of overlap between these categories. It is important to develop a self-care plan 
that is holistic and individual to you.

•	 Download the self-care plan template from REACH OUT or create your own.
•	 Fill your self-care plan with activities that you enjoy and that support your wellbeing. 

Here are some suggestions. http://socialwork.buffalo.edu/resources/self-care-starter-kit/
self-care-assessments-exercises/exercises-and-activities.html

•	 Keep this in a place where you can see it every day. Keeping it visible will help you 
to think about and commit to the strategies in your plan. You can also share it with your 
peers, family or friends so they can support you in your actions.

•	 Stick to your plan and practice the activities regularly. Just like an athlete doesn’t 
become fit by merely ‘thinking’ about fitness, as a learner/worker you can’t expect to 
perform effectively without putting into practice a holistic plan for your wellbeing.

•	 Re-assess how you are going at the end of one month and then three months. Plans 
can take over a month to become habits, so check-in and be realistic about your own 
self-care plan. After a while, come back and complete the self-care assessment again to 
find out how you are going with your new habits.

Student Services Team 

http://
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News - In Our Classrooms
Positive and productive relationships in the classroom
One of the major factors that supports the creation of a positive climate for learning is the 
relationships in the classroom, both between the students, as well as between the students and 
the teacher. Positive and productive relationships in the classroom give students the motivation 
to grow personally and perform academically because they feel more confident and less scared 
of failure. Below, Julia Goh (Year 11), reflects on how she has developed positive relationships in 
the classroom, and how she feels these have benefitted her, both personally and academically.

Tegan Knuckey
Director of Pedagogy

Each year, you often have a new group of teachers to support you in your learning. What happens 
in class to develop the relationships between the students in the class, as well as between the 
teacher and students?

Especially in VCE, prefacing the year with the reinforcement of peers as not competitors but rather 
those similarly striving to fulfil their potential allows for the fostering of genuine relationships that 
ultimately carry us through the inevitable challenges of the year. The small amount of time set 
apart at the start of each year proves invaluable as it plants the seed for avenues of support in 
areas more than for just our learning. From the simple act of teachers introducing themselves and 
flavouring lessons with personal anecdotes to simple activities in occasional learning teams, every 
opportunity to interact with each other builds these important relationships that are crucial amidst 
stressful periods of exams and tests. 

 How do you feel you have grown, as a learner, as a result of the positive relationships you have 
developed in the classroom?

The positive relationships formed in the classroom have, above all, inspired me to prepare myself 
to enter society as a well-rounded citizen. Admiring my peers’ dedication, work ethic, and intrinsic 
motivation to take pride in any activity they undertake has shaped my identity as a learner to 
work to achieve for myself. When seeking success for my own account, it provides a constant 
motivation to improve my methods of learning and face new challenges with positivity. 

 What advice would you give to other students who feel less confident about stepping away from 
their already established relationships in the classroom and getting to know others?

The greatest realization I had which enabled me to actively seek new relationships in the 
classroom was coming to understand that every person I feared was human. The significance 
of this paradigm shift allowed me to not view teachers as apathetic authority figures reciting the 
curriculum, but rather people invested in furthering my academic skills. Similarly, my peers were 
not predisposed to act rudely if I treated them with respect, a universally applicable mindset that 
ultimately promotes the establishment of relationships. This has allowed me to fearlessly reach 
out for help both from peer and teacher feedback as they offered a multitude of 
different aspects in which I could improve my work.  

Julia Goh (Yr 11)

Return to page 1
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News

Balwyn High School 2020 Arts Tour Information Evening 
Balwyn High School Visual and Performing Arts, Learning Areas are excited to share with you our 
plans for a focused and custom-designed tour to Los Angeles and New York in 2020.

It is well accepted that the Arts provide young people with opportunities to explore themselves 
and their world, to develop confidence, a sense of self, critical and creative skills, curiosity, 
empathy, problem solving, innovation, and communication. These skills and qualities are key to 
success for any career or endeavour, but will be invaluable to all students who are enrolled in, 
or considering, VCE studies in Media, Studio Arts, Visual Communication Design and Theatre 
Studies, in particular. Our selected destinations offer a wealth of opportunities to connect ideas 
and practice, contemporary and historical, education and industry.

We warmly invite members of the Balwyn High School community to attend our information night 
to outline the 2020 ARTS tour to the USA. 

When: Monday 9 September, 6:45 pm 

Where: David McGrail Theatre

Balwyn High School 2020 STEAM Tour Information Evening
Learning about STEAM in all of its many facets allows students to develop disciplinary knowledge 
and skill, but more than that, it challenges students to develop their understanding and ability as 
a critical consumer, creative and ethically astute citizen, innovative designer, good communicator 
and collaborative decision-maker. Everything that we at Balwyn High School value and champion 
to prepare our students to be active 21st century learners and global citizens. 

The opportunity to go to the USA and experience first-hand the many different facets of STEAM 
at a large scale, will ensure that our students have an appreciation and understanding of how 
what they learn in and out of the classroom every day at Balwyn High school, is relevant and 
applicable to the real world. 

We would like to warmly invite members of the Balwyn High School community to attend an 
information night to outline the 2020 STEAM tour to Florida, USA. 

When: Monday 9 September, 6:00 pm 

Where: David McGrail Theatre

Return to page 1
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1st Edinburgh 343 pts

2nd Windsor 314pts

3rd Strathmore 306 pts

4th Churchill 265 pts

2019 House Festival 
The Annual House Festival is a 10-day event that provides students with some structured activities 
at lunchtimes and a chance to show some House Spirit. All interests are catered for with a range 
of events organised by the 48 House Captains, with support of supervising teachers. This year 
the following events were on offer:

•	 Science Boat Wars
•	 Science Kahoot
•	 Theatre Sports
•	 Capture the Flag
•	 Continuous Cricket
•	 Combined Staff and Student Netball
•	 Staff versus Student Soccer
•	 Penalty Kick
•	 3-point Shoot out
•	 Basketball Skills Challenge
•	 Guess the Celebrity Baby photo
•	 K-Pop Music Quiz
•	 General Knowledge Kahoot
•	 AFL Longest Kick and Bin Kick 

Thank you to all the staff and students who helped organise, supervise or come and support the 
events and most importantly to those who got involved and competed. The official results are in 
and EDINBURGH has gone back to back in taking out the title!

Chelsea Burns
House Co Ordinator 

News cont.
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House Festival
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News cont.
Year 8 Geography/Science Field Trip – Organ Pipes National Park
Last Friday 23 August, students from 8B, C, F and K visited the Organ Pipes National Park in Keilor 
North. This excursion was part of our units of work in Geography and Science, where we are 
studying landforms, landscapes, rock formations and geology. 

During the day, we observed different types of rocks, native animals and learnt about the 
establishment of the National Park. Park rangers guided us in a walk around the site to see the 
natural wonders of the National Park including the Organ Pipes, Rosette Rock and Tessellated 
Pavements. Seeing these landforms in person gave us a deeper understanding of the creation of 
these formations and provided us with an inside view of the environment that 
these geographical features are surrounded by. The fieldwork gained from 
this excursion will support and assist us in work for Science and Geography 
in class. 

This was a highly educational and beneficial excursion for all involved and 
I enjoyed being outside exploring the natural beauties of the Organ Pipes 
National Park. 

Eliza Huynh (Yr 8)

The Organ Pipes Nation Park is a natural example of a landform made from flowing lava. During 
the excursion the Year 8s saw the Tessellated Pavement, Rosette Rock, Organ Pipes, and most 
importantly learnt about its history and how all of the land forms were created. 

Millions of year ago, both the Organ Pipes and Tessellated Pavement were created when hot lava 
flowed into a waterbed, and cooled, turning into basalt columns. As the columns continued to cool 
they shrank and cracked under pressure into hexagonal pillars and as time went on, more lava 
flows covered the Organ Pipes and hid them from sight. Millennia of years later, Jacksons Creek, 
which you can still see today, eroded the weak rock and dirt away exposing the basalt pillars. 
The Tessellated Pavement is another set of pillars that are not exposed and 
embedded in the ground so you can only just see the top.

The Rosette Rock was formed when hot lava flowed into a cave system and 
cooled, forming hard basalt. Then rain, wind and other weathering aspects 
wore down the soft rock over a long period of time forming cave systems 
exposing the Rosette rock, unique because of its spoke like imprint and form.

Szeyoe Ding (Yr 8), edited by Oliver Whitten-Ooi

Return to page 1
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Community of Practice: Primary Schools and Secondary Schools working together 
Balwyn High School is currently working with four local primary schools in a Community 
of Practice project. We are examining how we assess writing skills in our schools in order to 
improve assessment practices, consistency and students’ transition to secondary school and 
thus, ultimately, improve student outcomes. 

On Monday 26 August, 35 Principals, Assistant Principals, Learning Specialists and Grades 5 
and 6 teachers joined our Principal Team and staff to take part in a moderation session of Year 7 
students’ written work and a reflection session. Both sessions were productive and positive and 
we are looking forward to the moderation session of Grade 6 students’ writing we have planned 
for next term. 

Jennifer Jones 
Director of English and Literacy

Terracotta Warriors Special Viewing invite by Consulate General of China in Melbourne
On Sunday 25 August, I had the pleasure of accompanying Jessica Wong (Year 11) and Julianne 
Lee (Year 12) to the Terracotta Warriors Special Viewing event organised by Consulate General of 
China in Melbourne at the National Gallery in Victoria. This special event started with an insightful 
historical lecture about when, why and how the terracotta warriors were created. Students then 
experienced many workshops on traditional Chinese practices including painting, calligraphy 
and traditional Chinese musical instruments. In addition, they had opportunities to try on some 
clothes from accent China. To conclude the night, students and teachers visited the Exhibition of 
the Terracotta Warriors and the artwork of Mr. Caiguoqiang. Jessica Wong won the third place in 
the calligraphy competition on the evening. 

Vanessa Shen
Head of Languages

News cont.
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Carnival Day
On Wednesday 28 August, the SRC ran one of the biggest fundraising events of the year – Carnival 
Day. It is such an exciting event for our school comment. The extended lunchtime provided 
students and teachers with the opportunity to participate in fun games, as well as buy food such as 
souvlaki, Krispy Kreme donuts, and even dutch pancakes! During our time in Middle School, we 
have experienced both aspects of the day. In Year 7, we enjoyed playing games with friends and 
trying all sorts of delicious food. In Years 8 and 9, we have loved being able to help to organise the 
event as part of the SRC. The amazing SRC Executive team, with the help of our wonderful teachers 
and other representatives, spend months organising everything from the equipment to advertising 
posters. Everyone in the team worked cooperatively and 
it was great to see our hard work pay off as the day ran 
smoothly. It is so rewarding to be a part of this process 
and, despite the weather, we created great memories for 
our entire school community; everyone had lots of fun!

Jacqueline De Mamiel and Anisha Menezes
Year 9 SRC Executive

This year’s Carnival Day was undoubtedly the most 
memorable one that many of the SRC members and us Presidents have experienced thus far. 
And with it being one of the most anticipated events of the year for the SRC, we were definitely 
concerned when we were met with cloudy skies and showers earlier in the day; however, the 
enjoyment and eagerness that the students exuded were enough to wash our worries away. After 
all, you cannot have a rainbow without a little rain. With the dedication from staff liaisons Louise 
Noonan, Amee Duncan, and Elizabeth Zachariah, as well as our exceptional SRC Executive 
team, the weeks of preparation organizing 10 SRC stalls as well as positioning the total 25 stalls, 
advertising posters, organizing/hiring equipment and ordering stock ensured that the day ran 
smoothly from start to finish.  Whilst bringing together Carnival Day, we met some hardworking 
and amazing people and we are so proud to have such 
a dedicated team! This was our last Carnival Day ever 
and all the memories and friendships made from this 
experience, and throughout the whole year in fact, will 
forever be cherished. It was a privilege to get to know 
and work with everyone involved in this fantastic event!

Austin Ng and Siyumi Madola
SRC Presidents

News cont.
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Art News
It was a pleasure to attend the exhibition opening of “Threshold,” the 2019 Banyule Award for 
Works on Paper, on Wednesday 28 August.

Emily Liu from Year 11 Studio Arts had entered her work Shopping in the Youth Prize category.

Her work was displayed with a collection of really beautiful works by others in the youth category.

The quality of the work in the youth category and in the main exhibition was outstanding and it 
was fantastic to see Emily’s painting on display with such a high calibre of work.

Well done to Emily on her initiative and on having her work shown in such a great exhibition.

The exhibition runs until Saturday 19 October at Hatch Contemporary Art Space, 14 Ivanhoe 
Parade, Ivanhoe.

Merinda Ries
Studio Arts Teacher

Featured works by Joyce Chow (Studio Arts), Tannaz Shaabanpour (Media) 
& Fay Dang (Visual Communication Design) 

& MEDIA NIGHT

invites you to attend the official opening of the

2019 ART SHOW 

Monday 21 October
5.00 – VCE Studio Arts and Visual Communication Design exhibition

– Selected works from 7–10 Visual Art and Design students 
– The ArchiBalwyn

5.30 – Speeches and presentations
6.30 – VCE Media screening and awards

News cont.
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News cont.

Summer uniform PE Summer uniformSummer uniform

Chaplaincy Second-Hand Uniform Shop News
Get ready for summer

STEP 1 Check if your summer shirt, shorts and/or dress still fit. (Don’t leave it until the last 
minute).

STEP 2  If they do not fit, bring them in and we will sell them for you. (You receive up to 70% of 
the sale price).

STEP 3  Buy uniforms the next size up from us and save $.

Updates
•	 Summer uniform items now available to purchase.
•	 Currently on display are blazers, jumpers, shirts, shorts, dresses, ties, socks, school 

bags and sports uniforms. 
•	 We have always accepted cash and cheque payments but now through Square we can 

process, credit cards, EFTPOS and Apple Pay. All Square transactions attract a 2% fee.
•	 We need some volunteers as we gear up for our busy season. If you are able to help even 

for an hour we would love to hear from you. Please contact Andrea on 0408 178 341 or 
at secondhanduniforms@balwynhs.vic.edu.au 

•	 The last day we will be open this term is Thursday 19 September.

Don’t forget
We can sell your outgrown uniform items for you. Wash or dry clean your items. A bit of TLC will 
mean they sell faster and for a higher price. No torn or damaged items please.

Come in and buy quality, pre-loved items and save.

Hundreds of items for sale and stock changes weekly.

We are situated in the canteen in the science block. Look for the signs.

Open Thursdays, during school terms 3.00 - 4.30 pm.

Help us recycle and support Chaplaincy at Balwyn High School 

Return to page 1
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Bernadette Clayton
Director of Music and 
Community Engagement 

Music

Calendar of Events

Monday 9 September
VCE Soiree Music Performance

Tuesday 17 September
Jazz Night
Venuto Club

Term 4
Tuesday 15 October
Junior Vocal Soiree

Wednesday 9 October
Year 8 Musical Excursion 
Charlie & The Chocolate 
Factory Year 8A-G

Wednesday 23 October
Year 8 Musical Excursion
Charlie & The Chocolate 
Factory Year 8H-S

Monday 7 October - 17 
November
AMEB Exam Period

Tuesday 22 October
Spring Concerts

Thursday 31 October
Music Try Out Night

Thursday 7-Tuesday 12 
November 
Victorian School Music Festival

Monday 9 December
Presentation Night

Royal South Street Ballarat Competitions
On Saturday 31 August the Newitt Strings and the Senior String orchestras competed at the  
Royal South Street Competition in Ballarat. Both groups achieved outstanding results in a highly 
competitive competition. The Newitt Strings were awarded second place and our Senior Strings 
achieved first place.

Congratulations to all our students in these ensembles and to Alex Woliansky (conductor Newitt 
Strings) and Paul Jones (conductor Senior Strings).

We wish the Stage Bands and Symphonic Band every success as they compete over the next 
week.      

Presentation Night Hamer Hall Monday 9 December
Presentation Night is always a wonderful night of celebration and acknowledgement of our 
students. This is a night where the entire school community comes together to celebrate the 
achievements in the areas of academic, leadership, co curricular and citizenship awards.

The Year 7 and Year 8 rehearsals for Presentation Night are underway and students have been 
auditioning for soloist positions. We congratulate all students who auditioned and the positions 
will be announced over the next two weeks.

The Symphony Orchestra have commenced rehearsals this week and we congratulate all 
students who gained a place in the orchestra.

Tickets for Presentation Night will be on sale in Term 4. More details related to ticket sales will be 
available early next term.

Music Scholarship 2020
The finals for the Music Scholarship were held on Wednesday 27 August and the range of 
performances were amazing. Congratulations to all our finalists on their fantastic achievement to 
reach the finals, the awards were presented to:

JUNIOR: 
Principal’s Encouragement Award - Yvette Thompson

2nd place - Hannah Estores

1st place - Winston Leonard

INTERMEDIATE:
Principal’s Encouragement Award: Junho Woo

2nd place: Justin Zhao

1st place: Gargi Tokekar

SENIOR: 
Principal’s Encouragement Award: Hannah Luo

2nd place: Samantha Huang

1st place: Nenah Jones

SENIOR ADVANCED:
Principal’s Encouragement Award: Nicholas Khong

2nd place: Emily Chapman 

1st place: Jamie Miles 

COMPOSITION:
Principal’s Encouragement: John Thompson

2nd place: Nicholas Khong 

1st place: Jamie Miles 
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Music

Jazz Night Tuesday 17 September
Balwyn Jazz Club presents a showcase of choirs, vocalists, instrumental soloists and stage bands, 
for a night of “Pizza Pasta and all that Jazz”, at a new venue Veneto Club Bulleen.

Tickets are selling fast so please purchase your tickets as places are limited! Tickets can be 
purchased through the link on newsfeed.

Bernadette Clayton
Director of Music and Community Engagement

 

The Intermediate Concert Band - Gold Award - Victorian School Music Festival
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Mathematics/Science

James Shepherd
Director of Mathematics

Rikara Ahmat 
Director of Science

Melissa Co
Assistant Director of Mathematics 
and Science

Stimulating your minds
This week’s edition will feature a mega quiz from a previous year’s National Science Week. Good 
luck! Stay tuned for solutions in the following Lion.

Round 1 (Physics):
1. Will the rays of light that pass through a convex lens focus on a point (converge), or spread 

out (diverge)?

2. Does sound travel faster in water or in air?

3. In which state is the Australian Square Kilometre Array Pathfinder (ASKAP) telescope 
located?

4. Augustin-Jean Fresnet is known for his contributions to which branch of physics:                               
a) chaos theory, b) optics, or c) fluid dynamics?

5. Which has the greater mass: an electron or a proton?

Round 2 (Chemistry):
1. Name one of the chemical elements named after a modern-day country. 

2. Who invented dynamite?

3. If you leave ice outside on a hot day it melts. What happens to solid carbon dioxide (dry ice) 
under the same conditions?

4. Diamonds are made of which element?

5. An Australian 20 cent piece is made of which two elements?

Round 3 (Plants and Animals):
1. What colour is the pigment lycopene?

2. What do most people do with the ova of Gallus gallus domesticus?

3. How many wings do dragonflies have?

4. Which animal has the largest brain?

5. How many legs does a retro slider have?

Round 4 (Maths):
1. How many faces does a triangular pyramid have?

2. George has lots of pets. Half of his pets are cats, and a third of his pets are dogs. Apart from 
the cats and dogs, he also has one pet lizard. How many pets does he have in total?

3. Is 57 a prime number?

4. How many digits are in one million?

5. Who proved Fermat’s last theorem?

Source: https://blog.doublehelix.csiro.au/mega-quiz/

Solution to last Lion’s puzzle
1. a) When they are closest to the Sun.

2. c) An ostrich

3. b) In the stems and trunks of plants

4. d) Furlongs per fortnight (which is about 1cm per minute)

5. c) Four (two on each front paw)

Source: https://blog.doublehelix.csiro.au/up-to-speed-a-quick-quiz/

Melissa Co
Assistant Director of Mathematics and Science
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Sport

Rob Handreck
Director of Sport and Sport 
Education

Calendar of Events

Tuesday 10 September
State Final – Year 7 Girls 
Soccer

Friday 13 September
Chess Tournament
(Held at St. Catherines 
School)

Friday 13 September
State Final – Year 8 Girls 
Badminton

Interschool Sport Round Robin
Over the past fortnight, both the Intermediate (Years 9 and 10) and the Year 8 Term 3 round 
robins were held with many teams competing at the Division level for Hockey, Table Tennis, 
Basketball and Volleyball. At both year levels, Balwyn had a clean sweep of the Table Tennis & 
Hockey, with dominant performances across the board. 

The Intermediate basketball teams faced tough opposition but with several training sessions 
under their belts, worked very well under pressure to finish second in the boys and girls A 
competitions, and the boys’ C team winning. 

The Year 8 volleyball teams ventured to Kew High School where they served it up to the strong 
challengers and our boys B team spiked their way to victory.

Year 8 Round Robin Results

SPORT GIRLS A BOYS A GIRLS B BOYS B GIRLS C BOYS C

HOCKEY WON WON WON

TABLE 
TENNIS

WON WON RUNNERS 
UP

WON WON RUNNERS 
UP

VOLLEYBALL PLACED 3RD WON

Intermediate Round Robin Results

SPORT GIRLS A BOYS A GIRLS B BOYS B GIRLS C BOYS C

BASKETBALL RUNNERS 
UP

RUNNERS 
UP

PLACED PLACED WON

HOCKEY WON WON WON WON

TABLE TENNIS WON WON WON PLACED PLACED
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Congratulations again to our Year 8 and Intermediate hockey and table tennis teams who have 
now progressed through to the Region Finals next term.

Region Final dates are:
Intermediate Boys Hockey
Tuesday 8 October

Intermediate Girls Hockey
Tuesday 15 October

Year 8 Girls Hockey
Wednesday 16 October

Year 8 Boys Hockey
Friday 18 October

Year 8 Boys & Girls Table Tennis
Wednesday 23 October

Intermediate Boys & Girls Table Tennis
Wednesday 30 October

State Hockey Runners Up
Congratulations to our Senior Girls Hockey team who competed at the State Finals on Thursday 
22 August. Our girls played fantastic all day and finished up 2nd at the State Finals.  Well done 
to all the girls!

Rob Handreck
Director of Sport and Sport Education

Senior Girls Hockey Team

Sport
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Sport

Inter Boys ‘A’ Hockey Team Inter Boys ‘B’ Hockey Team

Year 8 Boys ‘A’ Hockey Team

Intermediate Girls ‘A’ Hockey Team

Year 8 Boys ‘B’ Hockey Team

Intermediate Girls ‘B’ Hockey Team

Intermediate Girls Basketball Team
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Online Lunch Ordering is Here! 
Register at 

boccafoods.com.au 
 No Queues 

 Easy online payments 
 Low $4.00 minimum spend 

 Order until 10:00am on the same day 
 

Complete the steps below… 
1. Select “Register now” to register yourself as a parent account.
2. Complete your details including phone number, email address and school location
3. Select the checkbox “I will l be ordering for multiple students” (Even if you will only be ordering for 1 child)
4. Complete your Child’s details ensuring you select the correct school for your child, (multiple schools can be 

entered for multiple children) and fill in their year level and class information.
5. Here you should also complete any relevant Dietary Requirements or options that will ensure the food 

provided to your child meets their specific needs.
6. If you have more than 1 child to register select “Add Student” and complete their details
7. Once completed select “Save” and you are ready to begin ordering

To Place Your Child’s Order

 Select “New Order”
 Select which Student you would like to order for
 Select the correct date
 And now select from the Delicious, Healthy and Nutritious options you wish for your child to receive for 

lunch.
 Complete your order by paying online 
 Now relax knowing your child will receive a Healthy Homemade lunch.

Lunch orders are focused on providing your child with a healthy and nutritious meal, just 
like you would provide at home. Snacks are still available for purchase from the canteen 
counter at Recess and Lunch.

 Select as many items as you wish from our extensive menu to create a healthy and interesting lunch 
for your child up to 10:00am the day it is required.

 Students will be given a priority line to pick up lunch orders from the canteen using their student card
as identification.  
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